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*^* The Publisher begs to state that the following 
little Tract appeared, in the first instance, in the pages 
of the West op ENOLAin) Cokservative. Having 
been requested by several persons, who had read it, to 
apply to the Author for his permission to reprint it, he 
is now enabled to.pttUish. it, in its present form, with 
the Author's revisions. 



Llditone) Prtntef^ Plymonth* 




Sstls. ^vztitv^ 




Mt dbab. Fbisnds^ 

[E greatest good iu this world whioh 
I can desire for you is, that yoa may.. 
{HTofitaUy read me Solff Scriptures, and 
pray to Almighty God. Accordingly^ I will 
endeavour to make it ckar to you that it is not, 
the ihuU of the Chureh> biU of ourselves^ if we 
do not fulfU the Scriptore by " searching the 
Scriptures daily" I know that some, an4 I 
trust that many of you have followed the 
directions of the Church, by daily readinjg the 
Word of God according to the Calendar in the 
Prayer Book. 

Tou who have done so know by experience 
the happiness of keeping to that rule. You 
who have not done so, and have therefore had 
no ezpenence in the sulyect, can have nothing 
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to say to any one on its advantages or dis- 
advantages. Of you, we know^ it must be said, 
" He that answereth a matter before he heareth 
it^ it is folly and shame unto him." 

When I say, then, that for many years past, 
up to this day, it has been my own practice 
to keep to this direction of the Church, I feel 
that I have, at least on this ground, a right to 
speak; I feel that { have, to some extent, a 
right to demand that what I say be listened to 
before anything which may be said by those 
who may set up for teachers where they have 
never learned, and to condemn what they have 
never tried. ." "Vyherefore ip. there a price in 
the hand of a fool to getT'wisdom, seeing he 
hath no heart to it ? " 

I appeal, therefore, to those who can answer 
by experience; "I speak as to wise men, judige 
ye what I say." Is it not a great and ble^ed 
privilege to read the Holy Scriptures on a 
settled, orderty, prbgressiv^-planr ? And is there 
any plAn to be -cdmpared with thai of our 
Church? All: the Old Testament, with but 
slight 'excseption, is read over otice during the 
yfear; all the New Te»tamdnt, thred WrAei i all 
the Psalms twighe HiAek ;' besides much of these 
being- repeated* at' various other times iti bur 
services. •- 

In such harmonibus succession are tlie 014 
and New Testament^, side bjr side, daily brought 
before us. The Old caliing^ to the New; and 
the New answering to the Old. Prophecy 
foUowed.by its fulftitbent. Type answered by 
its anti-type. ' Shadow answering tosubstanoei 
The Divine history of the past^ the ^eseoty arid' 
the futaite gradualllp unfold^. - hnch is/ the 



scheme of Lessons profided by the Church. 
What is lacking ? What is superfluous ? Very 
sure am I that there are not wanting those who 
fully go with me in saying, that this is a great 
and blessed privilege. 

Now fet me beg you to ask yourselves seri- 
ously whether it would not be well to make 
more of this privilege. We may, it is true, 
daily reed our Bibles at home, and adhere, in 
our reading, to the order prescribed in the 
Church's Calendar; but, all the time, there is 
one point missing ;-^we did not, as one united 
family, meet together daily in the House of our 
Father. We cannot say daily, '' the rich and 
poor meet together ; the Lord is the Maker of 
them all.*^ Scripture addresses us as fellow- 
members of a Divine Head, rather than as 
individuals. It is therefore when we are met 
together in Church, as fellow-members of our 
Lord^ that we shall most folly reach its meaning, 
and realize its blessings. Thus from this dose . 
union between reading of Scripture and public 
worship, not only will man listen to God m His 
most Holy Word with more benefit, but also 
address God in prayer with greater reverence. 

If such be not the case, whose is the fault ? 
It ia not the fault of the Church, but of our- 
selves, that we do not thus daily meet together. 
A very little consideration will show this: — 
only open to the very title-page of our Prayer 
Book, and what do we see there ? 

€!» 38mik irf €'i^mm :^ri«jtr. 

We profess to use a book of Common prayer, 
or of prayers in common, one with another, and 
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yet too many seera contented never to itieW in 
common to use it, except on Sundays. 

llet us turn a leaf or two farther, and see 
"tvhat the Prefaces tell us : — 

" And- all Priests and Deacons a^-e to say paily the 
Mbraing and Evening Prayer, either privately or 
openly, not being let by sioknesi; of some other urgent 
oausfe. 

*' And the Ourate that nimsteristh in every Porafh. . 
Church or Chapel, being at home, and not bein(^ 
otherwise reasonably hindered, shall say the same in 
the Parish Church, or Chapel; lehere he ministereth', 
and shall eause a bell to be tolled thereunto a con- 
venient time before he begin, that the psople may, 
come to hear God's Word, and to pray with mm." • 

What can any honest, straightforward person, 
say to this ? Is it, or is it not the express rule 
that the Cler^ of the Church €( Christ int^is 
land shall daily rec^d God^a Word to thep^ophi 
and daily pray toUh them ? 

It is already proved; nevertheless I proceed': 
— We come to the next page, and find : — 

** The Order how the Psalter is appointed to be read. 

" The Psalter shall be read through <me4 every 
monihf &c. &c." 

Then, again : — 

"The Order how ihp rest of Holy SciSpttlre is 
appointed to be read. 

" The Old Testament is appointed for the flnt Leosona 
at Morning and Evening Prayer ; so as the mott part 
thereof will be read every year once, as in the 

* This direction, occurring, as it does, in the Preface^ is likelv to 
be overlooked by ordinary readers. It is moet important, as plamly 
showing that a large Chnrcb, in a populous paridi, is not contem- 
jolated as necessary for the carrying out of the Church's injunctions. 
The Curate is required to read tiie service ^openly/ so £xne.a8 he 
can find persons to join with him ; and, even m default of tmS| he 
does not stand excused, but is to say it ** privately." 



Catendar is appotntad. The Mew Tesitment is 
appointed for the second Lessons at Morning and 
Ercnin^ Prayer, and shall be rmd oner orderly every 
year ihriee, . . .And, to know what Lessons shall be 
read btebt day^ look for the day of the month in the 
Calendar, &c. ftc." 

We come iie:st to the Tables of Lessons ; and 
we find a regular course of daily reading vari- 
ously adapted to the 365 days of the year^ and 
appointed to be publicly read to thie people. 
L^sons are appointed for the week-daySy just 
the same as for Sundays. 

Thus much the mere Prefaces to the Prayer 
Book tell us ; let us now proceed to the Bo<^ 
itself. And what is the title to the Morning 
Service? 
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There is the very title itself, staring us all in 
the fiu^t as often as we attend serrioe^ and de- 
daring to us that we are attending what ought 
to be a DAILY Service throughout She year ! 

Again, when we come to the XCV. Psahn, 
Venite exuUemus, we find it expressly stated in 
the Bubric prefixed to it, that 

** On the nineteeDth day of every month it is not to be 
read hexei Imt in the ordinary coarse of ^o Psalms. 

"Tbea sbaU foUowthe Fsaims, M order of ikey ore 
appointedf Ac. 

" Then shaU be read distinctly with an audible Toice 
the Kfarst Lesson, taken out of the Old Testament, 
at ie i^ppomted in the Calendar And, after that. 
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fllitU be 88!d or sting, in Engliib, the Hymn called 
Te Deum laudatmtB, daily throughout the year." 

Again^ what is the rule given in the Prayer 
Book for the reading of the two Collects after 
the Collect of the Day ? 

*' The two last Collects shall never alter, but daily 
be said at Morning Prayer throughout all the year." 

The Order f(H: the Evening Service is equally 
plain. The title of that^ too, is : — 
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And so on, as you will perceive, in the same 
manner as the Morning Service. 

Let us turn, now, to the Prayer appointed to 
he used in the Ember Weeks; see how the 
Rubric runs : — 

'* In the Ember Weeks, te be said stehy day, for 
those that are to be admitted into Holy Orders." 

And now go on to the Collects, Epistles, and 
Gospels. 

Observe the note at the very beginning of 
them: — 

" Note, that the Collect appointed for every Sunday, 
or for AKT Holy Day, that hath a Vigil or Eve, shall 
be said at the Eveninp Service next before,*' 

Look at the Rubric which is added after the 
Collect for the First Sunday in Advent:— 

** This Collect is to be repeated every dav with the 
oUicr Collects in Advent, until ChrUtmaa Eve** 
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•And, again, the Collect for St.>8tephen'8>I)aj : 

"Then shall follow the Collect of ihe Nativity, 
which iihaU.be iaidamUfiuaUy vnta JVmc Yemtr^s EneJ* 

Or, again, tfbe Cellect, &c. for the Circum- 
cision : — 



"The same Collect, Epistle, ,and Gospel shall serve 
for EVBRY day after tmfo the Epiphdny,** 

Or for Ash-Wednesday : — 

" This Collect is to he read EVEav day .wi L&nt, &^/' 

• ' ' ' '•' 

Then, again,, observe the Collects, Epistles,^ 
and Gospels appoiQted for each day ir^ . Hqlof , 
Week; and for Mopda; and^ T^c^sday in Eastjeir « 
Week; for Ascenason l)ay; J^r Whit-Monday., 
and W})it-Tuesdaf ;, and for all the Festivals./ 

And now, let us glance at the Communion [ 
Service ; and see what is. said respecting the 
proper Prefaces, 

First,... ** Upon Christmas'' Day*, and ^sbvem days 

after." .•••..> 

Secondly, >../' Upon Easter-Day, and sevbm ^y&, 

after." 
Thirdly ** Upon' Ascension-Day, and sBVfiN' days ^ 

after." v-. . . 

Fourthly,..,." Upon Whit-Sunday, and six days. 

after." "' ' 

Then, again, at the heginning of the Forms 
of Prayer to he used at sea, we are told : — 

*' The Morning and Evening Service to he used dajly 
at sea shall be (he same wh|ch is appointed in the 

Book of Common prayer." 

■ < 

And here I would remark that the compilers 
of the Prayer Book contemplated no favourable 
and exceptional stajte of things in the making 
of the rule. They by no meai^s consid^^red the, 
regular business of life as necessarily a hinder- 
ance to the fulfilinent of the Churcli*sintqi^tions. 
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Th«y have prcmded precisely the same Form of 
Daily Worship to be used by the little congre- 
gatioa which can be spared from a few» and 
that few incessautly engaged in a constant 
round of laborious service on board ship. The, 
sailor on the billows, and the Curate in his 
study, are alike called upon to use " the ordbb 

FOB MOBMING AND EVENING. FBATEB, DAILY 
THBOUGHOUT THE TEAB.** 

I have picked out, here and there, passages 
from the Book of Common Prayer, which are 
more than sufficient to prove beyond dispute 
that the Church of Christ in this country in- 
tends her members daily to hear the Word of 
Gh>d, daily to meet together for prayer and 
praise.. 

There was a time when the intentions of the 
Church were not, as now, too frequently ne* 
glected. I will remind you of what was the 
case in London alone, at the beginning of the 
year 1700: — There was in London aloile, at 
that time, no less than seventy Churches where 
there was a service daily ; forty-three in which 
there was service twice daily; six in which it 
was three times daily ; and fi.ve in which it was 
four times dally (see the Pietas Londiniensis.) 

And why are not our Churches open now, as 
they used to be? Let us not answer by the 
Clergy blaming the Laity, and the Laity 
blaming the Clergy; but let us have candid, 
open, generous truth and charity enough to 
own, " We are one and all to blame/' We 
have been living in an age which thinks more 
of this world than the next, and of self than 
God. It has been the fashion not to go to 
Grod's House, to hear God's Word, and to pray 
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to God. And even the very best of us have 
unooDSciously yielded. Yet let us '^ thank God, 
and take courage." Brethren; stirely it re- 
quires but little learning to diacoTer whether 
our Chureh does or does not intend us daily to 
hear the Holy Bible read, and daily unite in 
prayer, like people should do who hope to get 
to Heaven, and love one another in God for 
eter and ever. No : the learning it requires is 
the knowle(^e that we are on our trial for another 
world, where united worship never ceases. 
Surely such a thought is enough to calm all 
rising dissension, and make all of us, however, 
unhappily, disagreeing in other points, at least 
to be '* glad, when we say unto you, Let us go 
into the House of the Lord." Oh ! that God may 
teach you to the full, what I have myself 
learned but little of, but feel that I cannot do 
vrithout learning more, that daily to follow out 
the calm and sober order of the Church is the 
greatest' happiness "^on this side the grafve. 
What if the man of business would begin his 
daily work by seeking the House of his God? 
What if the chafed and vexed heart would 
daily ** pour out its complaints before Him, and 
show Him of its trouble ? " What if the poor 
man who, from one year*s end to another, can 
never open his Bible, because he cannot read, 
had the opportunity of hearing the Holy Scrip- 
tuxes read detly in God's House? Happy 
people, if you would but know your own 
happiness. " Happy are the people that are in 
such a case: yea, blessed are the people who 
have the Lord for their God." 

I am, 

Your's faithfully. 

Lent, 1862. R. T. 
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A VOLUME OF SERMONS.— 
Price 6^ Second Edition. 

Formingf a Complete Series for the greater cyclfe^ of 

High Days in the Churches Year ; with SermoM'fbr 

Special and Ordinary Ocdisioilf. 

" Mr. Tomlins bas a better right U» pabliflh ids . Diicotrses tfam 
Dine men put often of the writ^n wq meet with. Hi$ Sermpiis tre 
excellent, intelligible, vigorous, well-reasoned, and orthodox.**— 
The £kgu8h Bivibw. ' ' I ' ' 

" Distinguished by a tone of jstraighftfcfiirard earaefitneas t;btt 

cannot fail, under Goi/s blessing, to tell upon m'en^s minos 

We would it^me the SeilnoiiR for Ash- Wednesday and Go<m}>- Friday, 
with which, we ^eore specially btnick«^r^THt 'SiciJUSUijartic^ ' \ 

"Plain and practical . discourses enforced by simple and 

sound rDa.sonin£s, and a copious and seasonable appbcation of the 
languaff^ of Uoly Scripture, We are not surpprlsed iliat those who 
heard tne discourses should have desired to possess them In a more 
permanent form* nor will the public be otherwise than grateful to 
the Author for having afforded them a wider scope of asefaineisB." 
— The John Bull. 

" A volume well adapted for lending libraries *" — GuARt)LAJi, 

" Well adapted for family reading, being plain, sound, and earutoh" 
— The English "CHUKCHJkfAN. 
i .•• Sound and praotfc«l."^THE CHRisnA?[ Remembrancer. 

/' Plaid, earnestv l^actical discourses... from their style add 

manner admirably ^apted to. impress an ordinary congr^action 
with an ailebuate *g|nls<:' of their duty as Christ iaius and their pii- 
inJegee aB Onurclmien." — West of England CoNs»nrATiVE, 

THE GHIJItCH'S SHADOW : an Allegorical 
Tract. Reprinted from the Ghtjbchmaiv's 
CoMPijrtoir. Price \d, \ 

MORNING AND EVENING HYMN. On 
Card, with Vignettes, and* red border. 8uit^d 
fur Rewards in Scjiools. Price 2 J. or 25 for 39. 

POUR SERMONS FOR THE FOUR ADVENT 
SUNDAYS.— -Pnce Is. M. Seeond Edition 
preparing, 

11HE DREAM THAT WAS REALLY 
; D RE A M T. —PriVe l5.6rf. 

'* An interesting little^ book, beautifully pot un, containinj^ an 
allegory of fearful pipniticKnce to a worldly Cburcn.'* — The West 

or EnGLAITD CoUSBltVATIVE. 

** The dream is prettily wiitteii; tlie.descriptiona are^weI14i;awn; 
and display ease and beauty of lamrua^e He tells his dream in 
such a way that we can listen to it with pleasure, and even with 
profit. Tne little volimne is very i.lcely got up. and reflects credit 
on the taste of its w«'ll known publijjh^r.' — The Scottish Maga- 
zine AND Churchman's Kkview, 

Loii.Ioii: J. Masters. 
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